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# Preserving our history, building our future &=

Archives do more than tell our past: they safeguard our rights and
strengthen democracy. They play an essential role in ensuring
transparency, preserving our collective identity, and supporting good
governance.

Since 1948, the International Council on Archives (ICA) has been
committed to promoting effective management of archives, documents,
and data in all their forms. The ICA works to preserve them as cultural
heritage and essential proof of humanity’s history. With a network of
more than 2,000 members in 149 countries, the ICA encourages
international cooperation, the sharing of experiences, and the ongoing
training of professionals in the field.

B2 Why are archives so important?

,O They preserve the collective memory of societies.

= They provide key evidence to protect our rights and commitments.
They bring experts together and advance archival science globally.

It is with this spirit that the ICA will gather the archival community at
#|CABarcelona2025, a major event where professionals, institutions,
and experts from around the world will exchange ideas and strategies to
address the current challenges in archival work and records
management.

? Passionate about the world of archives? Join the ICA @ICArchiv and
discover how this dynamic community is working to enhance the
essential role of archives and professionals in the field.

[
n Opening Ceremony, ICA Congress Seoul, September 6, 2016. Photo
credit: ICA.
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