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 The State Archives: the guardians of our collective memory

The State Archives of the Spanish Ministry of Culture are a network of 
institutions that serve as the custodians of Spain’s documentary 
heritage, housing more than eight centuries of history. These archives 
are more than mere records; they are a global chronicle, capturing the 
presence and connections of Spanish people across the world.

 Where can you find us?
The State Archives form a vast network of nine major archives, two 
specialized centers, and one central office—all under the stewardship of 
the Subdirectorate General of the Spanish State Archives. From 
Barcelona to Seville, as well as Madrid, Toledo, Valladolid, and 
Salamanca, these repositories stand as sentinels of history, some 
housed in buildings that are National Heritage landmarks.

 Our mission:
 Safeguarding and preserving documents that have shaped the 

course of Spanish history.
 Managing state-owned archives and advising other governmental 

ministries.
 Coordinating the Spanish Archives System to ensure historical 

continuity.
 Promoting the conservation, study, and dissemination of 

documentary heritage on a national and international scale.
 Overseeing the Central Archive of the Ministry of Culture.

 Want to discover more?
Follow �ArchivosEst and dive into the documentary legacy that links us 
from the present to the past. The State Archives transcend beyond our 
collective memory—they embody the essence of history itself.

  Archive of the Crown of Aragon (ACA), in Barcelona. Photo credit: 
Subdirectorate General of the Spanish State Archives.
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